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A branch of the humanities, Design Studies is a diverse 
discipline that comprises a wide range of critical perspectives 
on design and human activity. 

The MDes and PhD Programs in Design Studies at the Faculty 
of Fine Arts and Design (FFAD) run by the Graduate School of 
Social Sciences in Izmir University of Economics (IUE), take an 
integrated, interdisciplinary approach toward design and its 
relationship with human needs and environments, industrial 
products, fashion, textiles, and other 3- or 2-D artifacts. Among 
the several issues addressed in Design Studies are: 

• The role of the designer and the user/audience in 
redefining the scope of practice in the 21st century;

• Innovation and new technologies;
• The social, political, economic and environmental 

consequences of design on a historical backdrop;
• The ethical dimensions of the design practice.

If you are looking to progress your career to a 
senior level, to start a new career in a chosen 
design field, to expand your knowledge of fields 
related to your current areas of professional 
specialization, to prepare for graduate study 
at the doctoral level, or improve your relative 
standing and income in a competitive field 
and a challenging job market or academia, 
then pursuing an MDes or a PhD at IUE is the 
right choice. Both Graduate Programs, each 
at their respective level, focus on developing 
collaborative approaches and multi-disciplinary 
design skills and abilities needed to progress 
towards a leadership role in the creative 
industries and academia.
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• An international pool of 
academic staff qualified in their 
research area at the Faculty of 
Fine Arts and Design (FFAD)

• Small-scale teaching 
environments for an effective 
learning experience

• State-of-the-art equipment, 
seminar rooms, and excellent 
equipment and facilities

• Access to the Materials Library, 
model-making and screen-
printing workshops, and the 
Photography Studio 

• Access to digital and print 
resources, and the unique 
Sümerbank Archive

• Student support services at    
IUE Disability Support Centre 

• Conferences, applied 
workshops, exhibitions, and 
other events organised by the 
FFAD Design Departments

• A vibrant city strategically 
located in the Aegean with 
national and international 
connections.

Design Studies

Associated Faculty

Prof. Dr. Alexander van ECK
Prof. Elvan ÖZKAVRUK ADANIR
Prof. Dr. Ender BULGUN
Prof. Dr. Murat BENGİSU
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Deniz HASIRCI
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Özgen Osman DEMİRBAŞ
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Şölen KİPÖZ
Asst. Prof. Dr. Arzu VURUŞKAN
Asst. Prof. Dr. Athanasios STASINOPOULOS
Asst. Prof. Dr. Bahar S. DURMAZ
Asst. Prof. Dr. Can ÖZCAN
Asst. Prof. Dr. Deniz DENİZ
Asst. Prof. Dilek F. HİMAM
Asst. Prof. Dr. Duygu Ebru ÖNGEN CORSİNİ
Asst. Prof. Dr. Emre ERGÜL
Asst. Prof. Dr. Fulya ERTEM BAŞKAYA
Asst. Prof. Dr. Markus WILSING
Asst. Prof. Dr. Tuğyan AYTAÇ DURAL
Asst. Prof. Dr. Zeynep ARDA
Asst. Prof. Dr. Zeynep TUNA ULTAV
Lecturer Dr. Elif KOCABIYIK
Lecturer Alessandro SEGALINI
Lecturer Dr. Marina EMMANOUIL
Lecturer Seda ÖZEN TANYILDIZI

Studying at Izmir University of  Economics 

As an MDes / PhD candidate at FFAD, IUE you will benefit from:
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The Master of Design (MDes) in Design Studies (With 
Thesis) is a graduate academic degree in the field of De-
sign tailored for both designers and non-designers alike. 
Awarded by more than 27 high-profile academic institu-
tions around the world, the MDes Program has gained 
momentum to cover the growing need for high-skilled 
designers, researchers, and leaders equipped with critical 
thinking and analytic ability in their field.  

MDes Design Studies
The 4-year (full-time) Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) Program 
in Design Studies (With Thesis) is a post-graduate, theo-
ry-based program that aims at advancing further research 
and knowledge in the domains of architecture, interior archi-
tecture, industrial design, fashion and textile design, visual 
communication design, and related disciplines. 

In the last years there has been a rising interest upon multi-
disciplinary studies thereby uniting various fields. The PhD 
Program at IUE provides this multi-disciplinary study pool. 

Opened for the first time in 2013-14, this exciting new ac-
ademic prospect in Izmir is designed for applicants seeking 
to have an academic position in their future and for anyone 
wishing to develop research-based practices at an advanced 
level. 

The basic goal is to attempt an understanding of design 
processes for the creation of new knowledge about the na-
ture, practice, and theory of design.

PhD courses are offered during regular daily course hours. 
The medium of instruction is English. Applicants need to doc-
ument their English proficiency as detailed in the admission 
requirements.

MDes Program: ss.ieu.edu.tr/tasarim_calismalari/en 
Admission details: ects.ieu.edu.tr/akademik.php?aid=3
Online Application: ss.ieu.edu.tr/en

For specific inquiries: sbe@ieu.edu.tr

The 2-year (full-time) Master’s Program at IUE offers 
a common ground for various design disciplines, and 
embraces an interdisciplinary approach as an academic 
framework. It is structured with the belief that the theo-
retical and practical aspects of a successful graduate edu-
cation can be effectively joined in a way that will be con-
structive for graduates of various professional disciplines. 

The goal of this multi-disciplinary program is the deep-
ening of process-oriented design skills through project 
oriented design work with enhanced analytical compe-
tence in design history, theory, and kindred sciences. 

The MDes Program is compatible with the working 
hours of professionals and the courses are offered in the 
evenings and/or weekends. The medium of instruction is 
English. For a student, who does lack proficiency skills in 
English, an English Preparation Program is available.

The MDes Program is for:

PhD Program: ss.ieu.edu.tr/tasarim_calismalari_doktora/en 
Admission details: ects.ieu.edu.tr/new/akademik.php?aid=3
Online Application: ss.ieu.edu.tr/en

Design graduates and 
experienced designers 
with Bachelor’s degrees 
in architecture, interior 
architecture, industrial design, 
visual communication/graphic 
design, fashion design, textile 
design, or related fields such 
as engineering, fine arts, or 
communication and media 
studies, are welcome to apply. 

Students are expected to 
conduct research in areas 
that range from prototypical 
car design to urban identity, 
from smart textiles to cultural 
representation, from the use 
of daylight in architecture to 
fashion and gender. 

In the highly competitive 
global marketplace, a Master’s 
degree sets graduates apart 
from other job candidates, 
makes them eligible for more 
jobs, and commands more 
income than a Bachelor’s 
degree alone.

For non-design professionals 
the MDes Program has 
been developed in response 
to industry demand for 
leaders with strategic design 
knowledge. 

As design has become an 
important element across 
various industries, the need 
has emerged for entrepreneurs 
to understand the nuances of 
design, its process, methods 
and strategies. 

Working with other MDes 
designers, non-design 
professionals will have the 
opportunity to develop a 
collaborative attitude and 
undertake complex projects 
that will broaden their 
perspectives and increase 
their understanding of design 
practices, and explore design 
thinking and design methods 
in order to solve a range of 
complex problems in their area 
of specialization.

PhD Design Studies


